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Best of Europe - 22 Days 
Start point: London (or Paris) 

End point: London  

DAY 1: London – Paris (D) 

 
Welcome to your 22 day tour! You have chosen an itinerary which will see you celebrating the 

best of east, central and western Europe! Departing London, you will be escorted across the 

English Channel, until you meet the French countryside. In good time, you shall be exploring 

one of the most famous, cultural, iconic and cosmopolitan cities on the planet - Paris - 'The City 

of Lights and Love'. Expat Explore will introduce you to all the key Parisian sites on a relaxing 

coach tour of the city. Keep an eye out for such iconic landmarks as the Eiffel Tower, The 

Louvre and Notre Dame - take a mental note of what you wish to explore more on your free day. 

The evening will be spent having a welcome dinner in the Montmarte area of Paris, so you can 

get to know your fellow explorers a bit more. The rest of the evening is yours to embrace 

however you wish.  

Experiences 

Driving Tour of Paris: enjoy a driving tour of this famous city where you may see L’Opéra 

Garnier, the Tuileries Gardens, Place de la Concorde, Hotel de Ville, The River Seine, l'Ile de la 

Cite, the Louvre Museum, Eiffel Tower, Arc de Triomphe, Lovers Bridge, Sacre Coeur, 

Montmartre, Pigalle (the Red Light District) and see the Moulin Rouge. 



Accommodation 

Ibis la Defense 

B&B Porte Des Lilas 

B&B Paris Malakof 

Ibis Paris La Villette Cité des Sciences  

B&B Paris Italie Porte de Choisy  

B&B Hôtel Orly Chevilly 

Other Foods to try 

It's not all fine dining - visit a boulangerie (bakery) and try simple but delicious baguette, 

croisants and Jambon-beurre sandwiches. 

DAY 2: Paris - Free day 

Bonjour! A whole free day in Paris and so much to see and do. Whether you are into history, art, 

culture, fashion or simply soaking up the atmosphere, Paris is a city which brings it all together, 

and is one of the easiest cities to navigate. For art buffs, head to the the Louvre (home to the 

‘Mona Lisa’) otherwise, Montmatre, the highest point in the city, offers a historical starting point 

for many famous and local artists, as well as classic French café culture and stunning views of 

the city. The Seine River is the backbone of the capital, and flows through the heart of the city. 

Why not experience a Seine River cruise, which offers an alternative perspective of the city, as 

well as educational commentary on the history of this amazing city? Of course there is the most 

iconic man-made structure in Europe - the Eiffel Tower, along with an example of stunning 

gothic architecture - the Notre Dame cathedral. Your Expat Explore tour leader is brimming with 

ideas and local knowledge, so that you can get the best out of your time here.  

Attractions to discover in your free time 

Catacombes Tue-Sun 10:00 - 17:00  Adults €10 ; Children (under 18) Free 

Louvre 
Various times 09:00 - 18:00 

(Closed Tues) 
Adults €15 ; Children (under 18) Free 

Notre Dame Daily 08:00 – 18:45 Free 

Sacré Coeur Daily 06:00 – 23:30 Free  

Disneyland 

Paris 

Daily 10:00 - 23:00  

(Click here for info) 
varies  

Eiffel Tower Daily 09:00 - 00:45 
Adults €15.50(lift) ; Children (12-24 yrs) 

€13.50 (lift) 

Arc de 

Triomphe 
Daily 10:00 - 23:00 Adults €8; Children (under 17) Free 

Optional Excursions 

Montparnasse Tower €14 

Cabaret Show €70-90 

River Seine Cruise €12 

http://disneylandparis.com/


Paris + Tour €40 

* Stated prices and availability are subject to change. 

DAY 3: Swiss Alps (B/D) 

 
‘Au revoir’ France...You are heading for the hills! Any goose bumps you get today will only be 

partially due to the drop in temperature, as the scenery you will encounter today, is simply jaw 

dropping. Your Expat Explore coach will take you into the Swiss Alps, and every turn of these 

mountain roads will leave you in awe. Once in the heart of the famous Jungfrau Alpine Region, 

you will check into your mountain village accommodation, where you can enjoy the views. One 

of the most visited places in the Alps, it is also a World Heritage site, and there are plenty of 

reasons to charge your cameras in preparation for tomorrow. Enjoy your dinner together, and 

maybe take evening stroll through the mountain village.  

Experiences 

Scenic Mountain Drive:  experience spectacular views as we drive through mountain passes and 

alongside lakes, breath-taking mountain vistas and scenic views of quaint Swiss towns. 

Accommodation 

Alpenrose Hotel & Gardens  

Swiss Youth Hostel Interlaken 

Hotel Baren Ringgenberg 

Hotel Schonbhul 

Hotel City Oberland 

Das Hotel Sherlock Holmes 

Other Foods to try 

While in the Swiss Alps, you will have the option to try a classic dish - cheese fondue. Melted 

cheese is served in a communal pot (caquelon or fondue pot) over a candle, and eaten by dipping 



bread into the cheese. And eating among scenery like the Swiss Alps makes for a truly incredible 

experience! 

DAY 4: Swiss Alps - Free day 

Are you excited!! It’s a guaranteed snow day!! For 365 days of the year, Jungfraujoch is the 

home to snow, and today you have the option to explore the ‘Top of Europe’ on one of our most 

popular excursions! Cameras at the ready, you will be shuttled to the highest railway station in 

Europe, passing beautiful Swiss mountain views as you climb. The train journey is a highlight in 

itself and the rewards for your journey will be greatly appreciated. This 4000m glacier is truly 

magnificent, and the combination of ice, snow, rock and epic views will stay with you for life. 

Once at the top, frolic as you will - snowball fights, snowmen, or snow angels! Alternatively, for 

those who wishing to spend their free day exploring the local sights, you can head to the village 

of Interlaken, and spend the day exploring the local cafes and shops, do a spot of sightseeing and 

souvenir shopping. Ask a local where to find the best fondue and of course the famous Swiss 

chocolate.  

Optional Excursions 

Paragliding CHF170 

Sky-diving CHF395 

White-Water River Rafting CHF110 

Train to Jungfraujoch CHF180 

Swiss Cheese Fondue Dinner CHF25 

* Stated prices and availability are subject to change. 

DAY 5: Tuscany (B) 

 
The gloves are off! Time to swap snow for gelato, as you continue your European tour, from 

your mountain adventure towards stunning Italian vistas. Make sure you prepare your camera for 

a photo opportunity of a lifetime when we stop at the Leaning Tower of Pisa! This world famous, 

56m, 840 year old Bell tower, is immaculately presented, and it can be a test of your creativity to 

try to ‘push’ the Leaning Tower back up, in one of your cleverly crafted photos. A world 



heritage UNESCO site, The Leaning Tower is visited by millions of tourists every year, and is 

one of the most popular cultural European landmarks. Once back on the coach, you will head for 

the exquisite Tuscan region - famous for wine, food, art and architecture. After checking in to 

your hotel in Montecatini Terme, a spa town north-west of Florence, you are free to roam the 

local cafes and restaurants deciding where you will sample the wonderful Italian cuisine and 

maybe a local wine or two.  

Experiences 

View the Leaning Tower of Pisa: your chance to see the world famous Leaning Tower of Pisa, or 

even take some iconic pictures of you ‘holding up’ the tower. 

Optional Excursions 

Tuscan Feast €22 

* Stated prices and availability are subject to change. 

Accommodation 

Hotel Massimo d'Azeglio 

Hotel Meridiana Florence 

Other Foods to try 

Lampredotto is a Tuscan street food, consisting of the fourth stomach of the cow cooked in a 

broth and then served with salsa verde or/and spicy sauce. 

DAY 6: Rome (B/D) 

 
There is more of Italy to see! Firstly, you will continue through the Tuscan region to the 

birthplace of Renaissance - the city of Florence, and then on to the capital of the nation - Rome! 

Once in Florence, a local guide will show you the sights on a walking tour of the city. History 

oozes out of every pore of this artistic and cultural centre - the city is home to Michaelangelo’s 



‘David’. It is no wonder that so many past and present artists find their way here to be inspired. 

Once you have boarded the coach, you shall be whisked to one of the most awe-inspiring cities 

in the world - It’s off to Rome! This European metropolis buzzes with activity, tradition, passion, 

and an energy of its own. Our local Roman tour guide, will take you by the hand and proudly 

introduce you to the locations which make this city so beloved and famous. The Spanish Steps, 

Pantheon, Piazza Navona, Roman Forum and the Coliseum...just for starters! Whilst at the Trevi 

Fountain, toss a coin over your shoulder, and legend has it, that you will return to Rome again 

one day (what a great investment!).  

Experiences 

Walking Tour of Florence: the capital city of the Tuscan region of Italy and considered to be the 

birthplace of the Renaissance.   We will take you on a walking tour with a professional local 

guide where you will see Florence's Baptistery, Bell Tower, Gates of Paradise, Brunelleschi's 

Dome, Piazza della Signoria, Palazzo Vecchio, Ponte Vecchio. 

Walking tour of Rome: this city has so much to see and do we can’t list everything here but your 

walking tour of Rome with a professional local guide will give you a great start for further 

exploration in your free time.   You will see the Coliseum, Roman Forum, Arch of Septimus 

Severus, the Trevi Fountain, the Pantheon, Piazza Navona (Fountain of the Quattro Fiumi) and 

the Spanish steps. 

Accommodation 

Hotel Cristoforo Colombo 

Hotel Club House Roma 

Hotel American Palace 

Other Foods to try 

Typically based on seasonal ingredients prepared in a simple way, with lots of vegetables (peas, 

artichokes and beans), meat (lamb and goat) and cheeses (Pecorino romano and ricotta). 

DAY 7: Rome - Free day 

Rome boasts ancient ruins, historical landmarks, religious buildings and a buzz like no other. 

Today is a perfect opportunity to take advantage of an optional excursion to visit the Vatican 

City - the smallest country in the world! Inside the walls, you can visit Michelangelo’s painting 

within the Sistine Chapel, as well as numerous other famous art pieces dotted around the 

buildings. We get there early ahead of the crowds so you will still have the afternoon and 

evening free to enjoy the city. The Colosseum is also spectacular, and once accommodated 

55,000 spectators. Those wishing to enter will not only be rewarded with fabulous views of the 

city, but also an unbelievable feeling of drifting backwards in time, to when gladiators, chariots 

and lions dominated the arena. Another feature of Rome is the constant aroma of Italian food and 

coffee spilling out from the cafés. One of the best areas for sampling authentic Roman food is in 



Trastevere where restaurants, favoured by the locals, serve original and classic dishes you may 

not find elsewhere. Enjoy!  

Optional Excursions 

Vatican City guided Tour €45 

Rome Pizza Making Experience €40 

* Stated prices and availability are subject to change. 

DAY 8: Pompeii (B) 

 
Today, your Italian adventure continues with a drive through stunning countryside, to one of the 

most famous archeological sites in Europe. Heading to Pompeii, you will be greeted by a local 

tour guide, who shall lead you through this perfectly preserved ancient city. It fell victim to the 

wrath of Mount Vesuvius, a volcano which erupted in 79AD with violent force, burying the city 

in pumics and ash. Pompeii is a UNESCO heritage site and welcomes over 260 million visitors 

every year. Ready for an overnight cruise to Croatia? After your tour, you will head to the 

coastal town of Bari, where you will board your ferry, and cruise across the Adriatic Sea, to the 

city of Dubrovnik.  

Experiences 

Visit to Pompeii: tour this amazing ancient World Heritage site with a professional local guide. 

See firsthand the immense destruction the eruption of Mount Vesuvius caused in AD 79. 

Accommodation 

Overnight cruise 

Other Foods to try 

Try frittatine - deep-fried pasta balls stuffed with minced pork, bechamel sauce, and peas. 



DAY 9: Dubrovnik (B) 

 
As you cruise into port, prepare for a Dubrovnik welcome! We have a local tour guide, waiting 

to show you the sights, and acquaint you with this stunning walled city, with a maritime history 

dating back to the Middle Ages. Famous Croatian poets, writers, playwrights, scientists and 

mathematicians hailed from Dubrovnik, and the city itself is a tapestry of spectacular architecture 

- including churches, monasteries, fountains and museums. The marble streets will guide you 

through the historical ‘old town’, and if you wish to wash your cares away with a swim in the 

Adriatic, your tour guide will let you know the best beaches to visit. You have plenty of time to 

explore, so don’t rush as you have a full free day tomorrow.  

Experiences 

Walking tour of Dubrovnik: on arrival in the coastal city of Dubrovnik we’ll take a guided 

walking tour of the old town, stolling the marble streets and getting a feel for this amazingly 

scenic city. 

Accommodation 

Hotel Adriatic 

Other Foods to try 

Croatian cuisine is heavily influenced by Italian and Mediterranean cuisine - plenty of fish, olive 

oil, vegetables and herbs. Pasta is very popular; manistra na pome (pasta with tomato sauce) is a 

staple. 

DAY 10: Dubrovnik - Free day 

A whole day to explore Dubrovnik? What bliss! With most of the main attractions located within 

the city walls in the ‘old town’, it is very easy to plan your day and navigate the streets. The City 

walls themselves are a highlight - offering wonderful views of the city and surrounding 



landscapes (best in the morning or late afternoon, if it is hot). There are a number of museums, 

including the Maritime Museum, which are extremely popular with history buffs and those with 

a love of architecture. Want the best views of the ‘old town’ and islands? Catch the cable car to 

the top of Mount Srdj and enjoy! It is highly recommended for a scenic sunset photo or two. For 

those who really want to explore further afield, you can choose our optional excursion to 

Montenegro! Take a full day to experience one of Europe’s lesser-visited gems. There is natural 

beauty and a rich history, waiting to be discovered as we drive through countryside to the 

UNESCO heritage listed town of Kotor. Once back in Dubrovnik, enjoy an evening relaxing in 

one of the many bars and restaurants.  

Optional Excursions 

Montenegro day-trip €65 

* Stated prices and availability are subject to change. 

DAY 11: Mostar - Northern Croatia (B/D) 

 
Today you will toast Bosnia-Herzegovina and head to the Balkan town of Mostar, before 

heading back to the Croatian coast to complete your day. Mostar is an enchanting and historical 

place, which offers a splattering of numerous religious buildings and churches, and a vast 

collection of Roman, Greek, Croatian and Ottoman influences. A local guide will escort you on a 

walking tour of the town, explaining the most significant landmarks and history, whilst you take 

in the uniqueness and beauty surrounding you. After your Mostar tour we will take you to your 

hotel in Northern Croatia.  

Experiences 

Guided walking tour of Mostar: take in the scenery in this charming medieval Balkan town. 

Visit Plitvice Lakes National Park: a breathtaking region of natural beauty, the lush Plitvice 

National Park boasts some of Croatia’s best scenery. An incredible network of lakes and 

waterfalls, this is one of the tour’s highlights. 

 



Accommodation 

Hotel Vicko 

Other Foods to try 

Croatian cuisine is heavily influenced by Italian and Mediterranean cuisine - plenty of fish, olive 

oil, vegetables and herbs. Pasta is very popular; manistra na pome (pasta with tomato sauce) is a 

staple. 

DAY 12: Ljubljana (B/D) 

 
Your European tour continues today with a mix of sublime scenery and a stunning Slovenian 

capital. Today you will be treated to some of the most picturesque natural landscapes in the 

whole of Europe. The Plitvice Lakes National Park is known internationally for its cascading 

lakes, waterfalls and dynamic landscape. We will take you into the reserve, so you can stroll 

along the boardwalks and marvel at the incredible natural scenery of Croatia’s largest national 

park. This is one of the most beautiful stops on the tour and is home to numerous rare animals, so 

make sure you have plenty of space in your cameras! After your brush with nature, it’s off to the 

pint-size city of Ljubljana in Slovenia. A local guide will escort you on a walking tour of this 

fairytale city, pointing out the numerous bridges and brilliantly preserved baroque, gothic and 

medieval architecture. The rest of the afternoon and evening is yours to spend as you wish. In 

your free time, you may wish to visit St Nicholas Church (built in the 13th century). After 

dinner, why not take a stroll or visit one or two of the many local bars.  

Experiences 

Walking tour of Ljubljana: your local guide will take you on a walking tour of this city, the 

capital of Slovenia where you will see the medieval old town, Preseren Square, City Centre, the 

Riverfront, Dragon Bridge and Cobblers Bridge. In your free time you may wish to see St. 

Nicholas Church built in the 13th century to honour St. Nicholas, patron of fishermen and 

boatmen and the present structure dates from 1701 and is a fine example of Baroque architecture. 



Accommodation 

Hotel Park Ljubljana 

M Hotel 

Other Foods to try 

Visit a "gostilna" restaurant, a traditional place to enjoy good food and wine in good company. 

Often serving dishes prepared to old recipes using local ingredients. 

DAY 13: Venice (B) 

 
In the morning, you will say your goodbyes to Ljubljana, and head back into Italy, to visit one of 

the most unique cities in the world - Venice! Perched across 118 islands, and known for it’s 

canals, piazzas, art, traditional glass and lace making, and of course, gondolas, your tour leader 

will introduce you to the city with an orientation tour so you can use your free time to explore as 

you wish. St Marks Square, Grand Canal and Rialto Bridge are world famous sights, and great to 

explore in the daylight. When the sun sinks and the last rays of sun throw out that familiar Italian 

glow over the city, relax and watch the crowds in the piazzas, or indulge in a sunset harbour 

cruise in a water taxi. The evening is yours to enjoy authentic Italian delights, with hundreds of 

fantastic local restaurants and bars to choose from. After an espresso, explore Venice the 

traditional way - from the canals. An evening gondola ride is unique to this city and gives you a 

completely different perspective and appreciation for this amazing place.  

Experiences 

Orientation tour of Venice: your tour leader will take you into the heart of this unique floating 

city for an orientation to help you explore and see St. Mark’s Square, St. Mark’s Basilica, St. 

Mark’s Museum, Campanile (Elevator to the top), Doge’s Palace , Rialto Market and Scuola 

Grande di San Rocco. 

 

 



Optional Excursions 

Gondola Ride €20 

Trip T-shirt €29 

* Stated prices and availability are subject to change. 

Accommodation 

Elite Residence Hotel 

NH Laguna Palace 

Hotel Complex Ambasciatori & Delfino 

Hotel Venezia 

Other Foods to try 

Pizza. Thin, crispy, fresh basil and delicious toppings! 

DAY 14: Vienna (B/D) 

 
Wave goodbye to Italy, and continue your European tour, across the border into Austria to visit 

two of its most prominent cities. Your first stop is Graz, Austria’s second-largest city, and you 

will have a chance to stretch your legs and take in the local sights. However, the highlight for the 

day is Vienna - boasting some of Europe’s most impressive architecture, and a cultural heritage 

steeped in glorious flamboyance and style. Home to Sigmund Freud, the Vienna boys choir, a 

clutch of the worlds most celebrated composers (...try Mozart, Beethoven & Brahms), the United 

Nations and OPEC, the city centre has been declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 

2001. Take a glance at the famous Schonbrunn Palace as you approach Vienna, and once you 

have arrived, explore the centre on your guided walking tour of the city. Taking in the Golden 

Mile, Imperial Castle and St Stephen’s Cathedral, allow the history to wash over you and marvel 

at Vienna’s significance in modern and ancient history.  

 



Experiences 

Walking tour of Vienna: on the drive into Vienna, Austria’s capital city, you will see the 

Schonbrunn Palace before reaching the Inner City and one of the best vistas from Belvedere Hill. 

Vienna is known as the 'City of Music’ due to its classical heritage and the prodigies that worked 

there including Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert and Brahms to name a few as your local guide on 

your walking tour will tell you. The tour starts at the Golden Mile on the Ring Strasse 

(Parliament, City Hall, Burgtheater).Then discover the courtyards and passages around the 

Hofburg (Imperial Castle) and St. Stephen’s Cathedral which is Vienna’s geographic and historic 

centre. 

Accommodation 

Fourside Hotel Vienna City Central 

Courtyard by Marriott Wien Schoenbrunn 

Other Foods to try 

Schnitzel - a boneless meat, thinned with a meat tenderizer, coated with flour, beaten eggs and 

bread crumbs, and then fried. Similar to the French dish escalope, it is typically made from 

chicken, beef, turkey or pork. 

DAY 15: Budapest (B) 

 
Feeling Hungary? Today you meet Budapest - cited as one of the most beautiful cities in Europe, 

and the magical Hungarian capital. Straddling the historic Danube River, Budapest is well 

preserved, and boasts numerous UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Its natural geo-thermal springs 

are a highlight and the city hosts millions of tourists every year, who wish to indulge in its mind-

blowing architecture and picturesque surroundings. Enjoy your Expat Explore driving tour of the 

city, and then use your free afternoon to explore. Make sure you catch the sunset with an evening 

stroll along the Danube, grab a bite to eat on the banks of the river, and then find some local 

entertainment. Unforgettable...  



Experiences 

Driving tour of Budapest: we meet the local guide who takes you on a driving tour of this 

fabulous city pointing out places of interest and imparting their local knowledge and history. 

You will experience amazing views from Gellert Hill and the Citadel, drive through the city to 

include a stop at Heroes Square, see Budapest Parliament, St Stephen Basilica, the State opera, 

Castle District and then drive along Andrassy Avenue crossing the river to stop at Matthias 

Church and Fisherman's Bastion area. 

Accommodation 

Ibis Budapest City 

Ibis Budapest Centrum 

Other Foods to try 

Hungarian Goulash - a soup or stew of meat and vegetables, seasoned with paprika and other 

spices 

DAY 16: Prague (B/D) 

 
Continuing on your journey of Eastern Europe, today you will head north towards the Slovakian 

capital of Bratislava for a quick stop. Also located on the Danube River, the city is a melting pot 

of numerous nationalities and religions, and so explains the very relaxed and down to earth 

nature of its residents. Then, it is time to Czech out Prague! On the road to the Czech Republic, it 

is time to get excited about what lays ahead. Prague is an unforgettable city, which stays in your 

memory long after other locations have faded. The historic centre was listed as a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site in 1992, and your walking tour will introduce you to many locations, which 

you will want to explore in more depth on your free day tomorrow. For dinner experience 

authentic Czech cuisine at our local restaurant on your first night in Prague.  

 



Experiences 

Bratislava orientation tour: Bratislava is the capital city of Slovakia and your Expat Explore tour 

leader will take you on a orientation tour of the city where you will see the Old Town, Primatial 

Palace, Michael’s Gate, the Main Square, Old Town Hall, Slovak National Theatre and Reduta. 

Local walking tour of Prague: local guided walking tour of the capital city of the Czech 

Republic. See the Old Town Square & Astronomical Clock, Wenceslas Square, St. Vitus 

Cathedral, Petrin Tower (Mini Eiffel Tower), Charles Bridge, Church of Our Lady before Týn, 

and a view of Prague Castle. 

Prague dinner: experience authentic Czech cuisine at our local restaurant on your first night in 

Prague, the history of this restaurant dates back hundreds of years and it is a favourite place for 

locals as well as our Expat Explore groups. You will also have the option to try the famous 

Czech Beer, Budweiser anyone? 

Accommodation 

Hotel Duo 

Other Foods to try 

Try svíčková na smetaně - a typical Czech dish consisting of beef sirloin in a cream sauce, 

commonly served with dumplings, cream and cranberries. 

DAY 17: Prague - Free day 

The day is yours to treat yourself to the fairytale magic of Prague - often aptly described as the 

"Jewel in the Crown" of central Europe. Prague has an essence which combines youthful 

inquisitiveness and old world wisdom. Highlights of the day might include the majestic Prague 

Castle, the famous Charles Bridge (you need to also see the views from the bridge at night - 

simply stunning...), the ‘Old Town’ and the Jewish Quarter. There is also a ‘Secret Garden’ 

which leads to a man-made grotto - see if you can find it! The Astronomical Clock in the Old 

Town Square is a ‘must see’ - the intricate puppetry and show which is performed on the hour, 

draws hundreds of people throughout the day and night. Prague's dramatic history is reflected in 

the beauty of the architecture of churches, opera houses, concert halls and parks. There are 

numerous beer halls in which to sample a local brew, and for those who wish to put your stamp 

on the city, why not visit legendary Lennon wall - a tribute to John Lennon and words of peace, 

which is added to on a daily basis by the thousands of visitors to the city.  

Optional Excursions 

Kutna Hora Half Day Excursion €40 

* Stated prices and availability are subject to change. 

 



DAY 18: Munich (B/D) 

 
Onwards and westwards, today you continue towards the border into Germany. However, before 

you leave the last of the Czech Republic, you will have the opportunity to sample a local Pilsner, 

on your tour of the Plzen Pilsner Brewery. Arriving in Munich, an orientation walking tour of the 

city centre will have you learning about what makes this city tick. With much of the centre 

having to be restored after WW2, the modern and ancient history of Munich is fascinating, and 

the appreciation of the effort to rebuild the German capital is gilded with respect. After your 

excursion, the evening takes a lighter, more sociable turn. Every year, Munich plays host to one 

of the most famous beer festivals in the world - Oktoberfest! To give you a taste, this evening 

you will dine in a traditional beer hall, and enjoy a local beer on us! Prost!  

Experiences 

Pilsner Brewery: take a tour of the famous Pilsner Brewery and have a chance to sample the 

local brew. 

Munich orientation tour: your tour leader will take you on an orientation tour of Munich, the 

capital and largest city of the German state of Bavaria. You will see Karlsplats and Marienplatz, 

New Town Hall, Church of our Lady, and if you visit in the winter the traditional German 

Christmas markets. 

Beerhall dinner: we take you to visit a traditional beer hall and sample some German food and 

drink, including famous German sausages (vegetarian options available) and of beer. 

Accommodation 

Super 8 Munich City West 

Ibis Muenchen City 

Hotel Dolomit 

Ibis Nuremberg Am Plarrer 

Ibis Augsburg Hauptbahnhof 

NH Munich Messe 



NH Munich Ost Conference Centre 

Holiday Inn Express Munich Messe 

Azimut City Ost 

Other Foods to try 

Bavarian cuisine typically includes meat and boiled dumpling dishes. 

DAY 19: Rhine Valley (B/D) 

 
Today is a contrast of German cities, history and landscapes, and the emotions which go with it. 

After departing your hotel, your first stop will be at Germany’s first ever concentration camp. 

Opened in 1933, Dachau is located in a beautiful medieval township. The museum houses photos 

and documents of the camps’ history from 1933 until it was liberated in 1945, and all displays 

are represented in an educational, honest way, and provide a truly educational experience for 

those who know little about this darker time in Germany’s modern history. We then head to the 

Rhine Valley, one of the most scenic stretches of riverbank in the whole of Europe. Boasting the 

highest concentration of medieval castles, wineries and villages, you will board a riverboat, and 

take in the breathtaking scenery from the deck. This is where the famous ice wine is produced, 

be sure to buy some as a souvenier. Cruising into a stunning, gothic German village, you will 

check in, enjoy dinner, and have the evening free explore the town.  

Experiences 

Visit to Dachau: opened in 1933 by Heinrich Himmler,  Dachau was the first of the Nazi 

concentration camps in Germany and was originally intended to hold political 

prisoners.  Situated near the medieval town of Dachau , about 16 km from Munich, this is a 

fascinating insight into the conditions and brutal treatment and imprisonment of Jews, ordinary 

German and Austrian criminals, and eventually foreign nationals from countries which Germany 

occupied or invaded. It was finally liberated in 1945.  



Rhine River Cruise: cruise down the Rhine and see the beautiful scenery and the largest 

concentration of gothic castles (Sterrenberg, Liebestein, Katz and Fortess Rheinfels). You will 

also have the opportunity to visit a cuckoo clock and beer stein-making shop. 

Accommodation 

Rheinlust 

Ibis Bonn 

Hotel Weiland 

InterCity Bonn 

Other Foods to try 

The Rheingau, one of Germany's distinguished wine regions, stretches along the Rhine between 

Lorch and Hockenheim. Try Riesling and Eiswein. 

DAY 20: Amsterdam (B/D) 

 
This morning we leave Germany, and continue your Europe tour into the Netherlands, where you 

will be given an opportunity to indulge three of the most iconic Dutch products - cheese, clogs 

and windmills! A very entertaining cheese and clog making display, will keep you entertained 

and wanting to sample the cheesy flavours and ‘klompen’ (the Dutch word for ‘clogs’) A quick 

visit to the windmill for a photo and then where off to the hotel. After checking into, you will be 

escorted to the centre of Amsterdam for a twilight canal cruise. Complete with pizza and ice 

cream, you will explore the city, drifting past famous landmarks, underneath the low bridges, and 

learning about Amsterdam’s development. Afterwards, join your Expat tour leader on a walking 

tour of the infamous Red Light District, and then you are free to explore the city to your hearts 

content. The cafes, restaurants and bars will be buzzing with activity and atmosphere.  

Experiences 

Photo stop at a windmill: take a picture with one of the iconic Dutch windmills! 



Cheese and clogs demonstration: see how these famous shoes are traditionally made by hand and 

taste some fantastic cheeses. Of course the chance to shop and get those unique souvenirs. 

Amsterdam  Canal Cruise: sail along Amsterdam's stunning canals at twilight and enjoy a 

delicious pizza as you cruise.  A perfect  introduction to Amsterdam you will cruise along 

Amsterdam's atmospheric canals.  Choose from six types of pizza, Ben and Jerry's ice 

cream,  and you can also upgrade to include unlimited soft drinks, beer and wine.  

Amsterdam orientation walking tour: your tour leader will show you Central Station, the 

infamous Red light district, Dam Square, Damrak, Royal Palace, National Monument, Old and 

New Church and of course the canals that weave through the city.   

Accommodation 

Hampton by Hilton Schipol Airport 

Holiday Inn Express Schipol Airport 

Park Inn Plaza Amsterdam Airport 

Crowne Plaza Amsterdam Schiphol 

Lake land Hotel 

Other Foods to try 

DAY 21: Amsterdam - Free day 

There is much to see and do in Amsterdam! The city very picturesque but also bohemian in 

nature. The streets are full of museums, shopping, and unusual architecture. Take notice of the 

older, slender canal buildings which lean forward - this is so that furniture can be hoisted on a 

pulley up to the top window because the buildings are too narrow to get furniture up the stairs! 

The Anne Frank Museum and original house is a favorite amongst tourists, and other 

recommended sights include the Oude Kerk (Old Church - located in the Red Light District) and 

Waterlooplein, which is a permanent market renown for unusual second hand goods, jewellery 

and art. Alternatively, wander the canals and enjoy the local cafes. Just watch out for the bicycles 

- they rule the streets!  

Attractions to discover in your free time 

Houseboat 

Museum 

Open 10:00- 17:00 | Jan-Feb & Nov-Dec: Thurs-Sun 

/ Mar-Jun & Sept-Oct: Tues-Sun / Jul & Aug: Mon-

Sun 

Adults €4.50; Children 

(5-15 yrs) €3.50  

Rijksmuseum Daily 9:00-17:00 
Adults €17.50; Children 

(under 18 yrs) Free 

Van Gogh 

Museum 

Jan-Feb: 09:00 - 17:00 | Mar-Sep: 09:00 - 18:00 | 

Sep-Dec: 09:00 - 17:00 

Adults €15; Children 

(under 18 yrs) Free 

Anne Frank’s 

house 

Nov-Mar: daily 09:00 - 19:00 | Apr-Oct: daily 09:00 

- 21:00 

Adults €9 ; Kids €4.50 

(10-17 yrs) 

Optional Excursions 



Amsterdam Dungeon €21 

Heineken Experience €18 

Madame Tussauds €22 

* Stated prices and availability are subject to change. 

DAY 22: Bruges – London (B) 

 
After your Amsterdam adventure, you have one more stop before you set off for the UK. The 

Belgian city of Bruges, is small but picturesque, with breathtaking architecture and a wonderful 

personality. Described as the ‘Venice of the North’, take some time to stretch your legs and 

indulge in a spot of sightseeing. After your visit, you will then be on your way back to London, 

crossing the English Channel on the way. This is the perfect time to exchange contact details 

with new friends and travel buddies as you prepare to disembark in the capital. Make sure you 

upload the highlights of your 22 day Best of Europe tour onto our Facebook page, and we look 

forward to having you on tour with us again soon.  

Experiences 

Bruges comfort stop: a stop in this beautiful medieval town with some free time so you could try 

the signature national dish of frites and moules, see or even climb the Belfry Tower, have a 

Belgian beer or buy some amazing Belgian chocolate. 

 


